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The General Class license is the second of three US Amateur Radio licenses. To upgrade to

General Class, you must already hold a Technician Class license (or have recently passed the

Technician license exam). Upgrading to a General license--which conveys extensive HF privileges

only requires passing a written examination. Once you do, the entire range of operating modes and

the majority of the amateur spectrum below 30 MHz become available to you.Use this book to study

for your General Class license exam. Every page presents information you will need to pass the

exam and become an effective operator. You'll cover small sections at a time: Procedures and

Practices, Rules and Regulations, Components and Circuits, Radio Signals and Equipment,

Antennas and Transmission Lines, Propagation, Electrical and RF Safety.
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This is a wonderful resource and contains within it everything you need to both learn the subjects

covered by the General Class license test and also to pass it - these being two slightly different

objectives.The book itself is well laid out and well written, providing an easy to understand

explanation of the theory and principles that one needs to know. As a stand-alone manual/textbook,

it deserves very high marks.Now for the 'secret sauce' in the book. Interspersed in the text are

references to specific questions from the question pool, alongside the text that represents the

answers to the questions. So you know which parts of the book to concentrate on to pass the test



(as opposed to generally understand the entire subject as a whole).I found it helpful to highlight the

exact phrases in the text and link them to the question pointers.Moving on to a 'learning to pass the

test' strategy, there are several things to do. The back of the book has the entire pool of questions,

and the answers to each question, and it would be possible to learn them by rote. In addition, each

question is also cross-referenced back to the text in the book.So I'd test myself each question. If I

knew the answer and understood it, great. If I didn't, I'd then flip back to the appropriate page in the

book and bone up on the theory behind the question and answer until I did know it. Then on to the

next question, and so on.Okay, so far so good. But wait, there's more. Also provided with the book

is a CD that loads a program onto your PC (not Mac compatible) and you can use this for several

different purposes. You can use it to auto-generate tests and test yourself, to see how you are

doing.
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